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The Circuit Rider Published July 3, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 10:1-11
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two
10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others 
and sent them two by two ahead of him to every 
town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told 
them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field. 
3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on 
the road.
5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest 
on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his 
wages. Do not move around from house to house.
8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 
‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come 
near.’
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Luke 10:16-20
16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.”
17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.”
18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions 
and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to 
you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• July 12-14, 2013 (Friday-Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at the 11th National 
Gathering of United Methodist Men at Belmont 
University in Nashville, Tennessee.

Federal Government:  
Confronting a Church Shooter
From United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
For the first time, the federal government has issued 
written guidelines (http://library.constantcontact.
com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1231/Guideli-
nesConfrontChurchShooter.pdf) for houses of worship 
that are confronted with a homicidal gunman.

Vice President Joe Biden released the new rules on Tuesday (June 18), six months after the school shooting in Newtown, Conn., 
that left 26 dead, including 20 children.

Beyond seeking shelter and waiting for police to arrive, as many Newtown 
victims did, the new rules also advise adults in congregations to fight 
back—as a last resort—in a bid to stop the shooter. The new federal doc-
trine is “run, hide or fight.”

After Congress failed to pass a slew of gun safety measures in April, Biden 
said the executive branch is doing what it can, promising to put gun control 
legislation back in lawmakers’ hands, and pointing to 21 executive actions 
to beef up gun safety taken by the administration since Newtown.

He also unveiled three new federal guidebooks to keep institutions safe: one 
for schools, one for colleges and one for houses of worship.

Though shootings at churches and other houses of worship remain relative-
ly rare, they can make inviting targets for shooters—particularly disturbed 
individuals—who are looking for a highly visible target to settle a grudge or 
make a political statement. 

Last year a gunman killed six people inside a Sikh temple in Oak Creek, Wis. In 2008, a gunman killed two congregants inside a 
Unitarian church in Knoxville, Tenn. In 2007, a gunman killed two people inside the New Life mega church in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., before being shot and killed by an armed volunteer.

As federal officials worked with education officials in crafting new school safety rules, they also consulted clergy, Biden told a 
White House auditorium filled with federal officials who have worked on the issue.

Gina Jacobs / Shutterstock.com
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“The faith leaders not only want us to talk about making schools safer,” Biden said. “They’re worried that their congregations are 
at risk. So they wanted to know, what they should be thinking about when someone stands up in the middle of the congregation 
and decides to do something similar as we saw in the schools.”

In response to their concerns, Biden said, “we gave concrete direction.”

The guidelines’ basic run-hide-fight advice is similar to that given to schools faced with active shooters: Congregants should first 
try to flee the scene, taking people with them but not waiting for those who refuse to leave. If flight is not possible, hide—the 
guidelines describe some of the best hiding places. Fighting back is a last resort.

According to the new rules, gathered in a 38-page document called “Guide for Developing High-Quality Emergency Operations 
Plans for Houses of Worship,” fighting back is advised for “adults in immediate danger,” who should:

“Consider trying to disrupt or incapacitate the shooter by using aggressive force and items in their environment, such as fire 
extinguishers or chairs. In a study of 41 active shooter events that ended before law enforcement arrived, the potential victims 
stopped the attacker themselves in 16 instances. In 13 of those cases, they physically subdued the attacker.”

The question of how best to subdue a gunman is likely to rekindle a debate within many churches, particularly in parts of the 
country where it is common to carry weapons: Should congregants bring guns to church?

“Each house of worship should determine, as part of its planning process, policies on the control and presence of weapons, as 
permitted by law,” the guidelines say. 

It also says that individuals must make their own decisions about how best to respond when confronted by an active shooter.

Though the booklet was unveiled at an event on gun violence, it focuses on emergency preparedness in general, whether for a 
shooter, an arsonist or a hurricane. A special section focuses on “active shooter situations.”

Faith Runs Over Fear in Transportation Ministry  
By Jasmine Haynes, Web and Social Media Specialist
In today’s modern society of spread-out cities and suburbs, congregations 
pursuing the great commission to “go ye therefore and teach all nations” 
need a transportation ministry to achieve their goals in mission work.  

Unfortunately, churches often opt out of owning a vehicle due to scarcity of 
funds, fear of liabilities and a lack of knowledge concerning risk manage-
ment. Lay leader of Middlebrook United Methodist Church in Jackson, J.D. 
McAdory, has been driving for the transportation ministry for almost three 
years and shared that before the ministry, members with personal automo-
biles would pick up the church-goers without cars. This limited those in 
need to only have a ride when car space and time was allotted.  McAdory 
explained that sometimes churches have to look beyond the lack, see the 
need and walk by faith. 

“Through the vision of our pastor, Elder Robert Brown and the goodwill of 
Galloway UMC, they [Galloway] stepped forward and provided a 15-pas-
senger van to us at no charge and to me, that was a Godsend,” said McAdory.  
“You may have people who are poor or elderly who don’t have any other way to get to church and we want to provide them with 
adequate transportation to come and serve because everybody should be able to worship God, regardless of their economic situa-
tion.”

According to McAdory, transportation ministry is vital to engaging the whole church in outreach which can range from children 
and youth activities to neighborhood canvasing by the church’s evangelism team.

Several houses of worship fear the heavy burden of liabilities from accidents and mishaps but loss control consultant of Arthur J. 
Gallager Risk Management Services, Inc., Phil Hinton commented that most churches would be less afraid if they had a solid risk 
management plan and the right insurance. 

“The vehicle is obviously only going to do what the driver wills it to do so we have to minimize risk by knowing who is operating 
the vehicle,” stated Hinton.  “We recommend that churches create a current drivers’ list, run a motor vehicles report on potential 

J.D. McAdory (driver’s seat) pictured with  
(l to r) pastor, Robert Brown and wife, Betty 
and (retired elder) Patrick Phillips.
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drivers, have pre-trip inspections and trip reports that state where the vehicle is going and when is it coming back in order to 
manage risks because every time that vehicle leaves the church, there are risks associated with it.  There are also federal guidelines 
and many insurance companies that recommend drivers fall between the ages of 21 and 70.”

Insurance program administrator for the Mississippi Conference, Chris Brantley, said that “not understanding what is included in 
the church’s auto insurance policy causes congregations to fear transportation ministry as well.”

McAdory admits that originally there were several concerns about the church owning an automobile, but the number of concerns 
don’t compare to the amount of growth that the other ministries of the church have seen since they began using the van.

For more information on guidelines and suggestions on risk management for transportation ministries, see newsletters on driver 
selection (http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/94A6596DCF124266A2E8A97DEF03920C_Driver_Selection_2SCHBZVB.pdf),  
vehicle management (http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/44938EA4AE19452FA80F80CDFC7CC527_Vehicle_Management_
SUN4NCLH.pdf) and protecting our churches (http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/40B41963147746B4A76D0D11EC103389_
ProtectingOurChurches_15-PassengerVans_JXWVSMQP.pdf).”

Hattiesburg’s Edwards Street Home Gardening Project Underway
By Debbie Bernardo, Board Member, Edwards Street Fellowship Center  
Until this year, Linda Stewart’s gardening experience was limited 
to a tomato plant and a pepper plant she once raised in containers. 
This summer she hopes to harvest tomatoes, cucumbers, onions, 
greens and maybe even melons in beds she will plant as part of the 
Community Home Gardening Project at Edwards Street Fellow-
ship Center. Stewart is one of 25 participants in the pilot project, 
which has established 10 home gardening plots in southeast 
Hattiesburg to teach some of the food pantry clients how to grow 
their own food. The project is designed to supplement the food 
needs while promoting healthy eating habits and encouraging 
physical activity.

“Many of our food pantry clients have health issues,” said Iva 
Brown, home garden coordinator at Edwards Street.  

“Problems like high blood pressure, diabetes, heart disease and 
obesity are directly related to poor nutrition and lack of physical 
activity. We believe that this gardening project will address both of 
these issues.  Participants will reap vegetables from their plots, and they will reap the benefits of the exercise they get while tend-
ing their gardens.”

Stewart’s plot will consist of four 4 x 4 raised beds; the boxes have 
been set in place, she said.   She will learn the next step when the 
class meets again. “The classes are going well and are very informa-
tive,” Stewart commented. Teacher, Debbie Jackson of the Pine Belt 
Chapter of Gaining Ground Sustainability Institute of Mississippi 
covers basic gardening topics.  

Participants in the home gardening project must have suitable space 
on their property for at least an 8 x 10 foot lot, must live within 10 
miles of the Edwards Street food pantry location and must commit 
to gardening for a minimum of two years. As part of the project, 
they attend training sessions and are expected to care properly for 
their gardens once they are planted. Experienced gardeners help plan 
what to plant each season, and Edwards Street provides seeds, fertil-

izer and bedding plants, as well as someone to till the soil.

Edwards Street staff will document and evaluate all aspects of the gardening project. If the pilot project is successful, plans are to 
expand the program.

Colleen Mestayer, a USM graduate student, volunteers 
to work with the ESFC community garden project.

Gardening Classes



Established in 1979 as an outreach ministry of the Hattiesburg District of the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center serves an urban community on the southeast side of Hattiesburg. The community consists of persons 
of diverse ages, races, resources and stages of life. The ministry is centered on the commitment to strengthening families and individuals 
and meeting special needs in the community. The ministry of ESFC is made possible through the financial contributions of the Missis-
sippi Conference, area churches and individuals. Volunteers willing to give generously of their time, knowledge and experiences sustain the 
programs and services of the ministry.  For more information and to support Edwards Street Fellowship Center, visit http://esfcntr.org/. 

A Year of Challenges  
and Opportunities 
By Cynthia Laird
On Saturday, June 29, 2013, Senatobia First UMC host-
ed the 2013 Senatobia District Clergy Picnic.  This was 
a time for new clergy and their spouses to get to know 
returning clergy and their spouses, and also a time to 
celebrate the Lord’s work.  District superintendent, Rev. Andy 
Ray shared that God is active in the system that sent clergy to 
the church they now serve.  He also encouraged the clergy by 
letting them know that the Senatobia District is supportive 
of them, and that he looked forward to this year being one of 
the most fruitful years in their ministry, and in the ministry of 
laity as well.

After the meal, Ray led the clergy meeting, and Katherine Ray 
led the clergy spouse meeting.  In the clergy spouse gathering, 
they discussed having a retreat, the district Christmas party and 
a fun outing in the Memphis area.Each family present received a 
copy of the 2013 - 2014 Senatobia District Directory, which will 
provide information and also help build a strong connection.  
The Senatobia District now moves forward with God’s blessings 
in this year of challenges and opportunities.

John Wesley HEC Bike Presentation  
Thanks to Phelix Logan of Dallas, the John Wesley Health and 
Education Center (HEC) has a new exercise bike.

Logan recently presented the center with the bike and promised 
to donate more exercise equipment in the future. When asked 
how he knew about the HEC, Logan replied, “My mother comes 
here every week, and she’s always talking about it.” 

Logan has joined the HEC and has committed to working with 
the group to support them in the work of promoting healthy 
living in Holmes County and beyond. The John Wesley HEC 
is located in Durant, Mississippi. The center is a partner of the 
Greenwood District UMC Health Alliance. Their mission is to 
improve health care and provide access to health care among 
disadvantaged populations in the Mississippi Delta, with a par-
ticular focus on Holmes County.
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Clergy spouses who attended the meeting.

Members of John Wesley HEC show-off their newly do-
nated exercise bike.

Reverends David Laird, Keith Mason, and Charles Reed.



Combined Youth Groups Engage in Home Repair
The youth ministries of First UMC Grenada, First UMC Houston 
(Miss.), and First UMC Batesville recently joined forces to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus during OPERATION 206 in Grenada. OPERATION 206 
is a home repair ministry camp that is in its fourth year of service.  The 

number 206 comes from Grenada’s exit 
number off of Interstate 55. Their theme 
was White Flag: Surrender, James 4:7-8.  
Each evening included worship together 
and a message from speaker Patrick Hutto. 
Hutto is the Wesley Foundation director 
at The University of Southern Mississippi 
who talked about how vital discipleship 
is in the Christian faith. The group was 
equally blessed by worship leader Matt King 
of East Point Church in Southaven, Mississippi.

During the week, students worked on three homes in Grenada and painted the bathrooms at the 
Boys and Girls Club of Grenada.  This year’s mission involved building relationships with the 
homeowners and their families, painting, yard work and general cleaning and beautification.

Central UMC in Meridian Celebrates VBS with a Fun Fair Kick-Off  
Central UMC in Meridian held vacation Bible school the week of June 
24-28 with the Cokesbury theme of Everywhere Fun Fair. Attending 
were 74 volunteers and 140 children who had a great week of learning 
about what it means to be a neighbor. VBS began Sunday afternoon with 
a Fun Fair in the street adjacent to the church. There were hot dogs, cot-
ton candy, snow-cones, popcorn, a train ride for the preschool children, 
carnival games, jump rooms, a petting zoo and perhaps the biggest 
attraction, a dunking booth featuring the newly appointed pastors,  Rev. 
John Branning and Rev. Dennis Gossett.

Meridian District Churches Send Out Mission Teams  
During their recent trip to Honduras, Sandtown UMC 
(Neshoba) dedicated their tenth “jelly house” built by the 
church. Homemade jelly is made and sold throughout 
the year and the proceeds go toward these houses. Nine 
members of Sandtown UMC enjoyed vacation Bible 
school with the Honduran children. There was also Bible 
study and sewing classes for the women, as well as preach-
ing and building another house for a widow with five little 
girls. Geraldine Jayroe is chairman of the church missions 
committee.

Decatur UMC (Newton) recently sent out two teams 
on mission trips. A team of youth went to work in the 
Appalachian areas of east Tennessee and western North 
Carolina. A second work team went to minister among 
the Sioux tribe in South Dakota.

Page 6

Youth pictured with happy home owner.

Youth seen pressure
washing house.

Rev. John Branning and Rev. Dennis Gossett take part in VBS fun!

Members of Sandtown UMC mis-
sions team with Hondurans.

Decatur UMC (Newton) 
mission member seen cut-
ting plywood.



Prepare to Come  
to the Bishop’s Convocation

Clergy are encouraged to at-
tend the Bishop’s Convocation, 
September 30 - October 2, at 
Crossgates United Methodist 
Church in Brandon, Missis-
sippi.  The keynote speaker 
is Dr. Jason E. Vickers, author of “Minding the Good Ground” and associate professor of Theology and 
Wesleyan Studies at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.  More details are coming soon so plan 
to fellowship with colleagues during theological reflection and community building.

Janice Myers, spouse of Rev. Walter Myers (PL), who 
serves the Victoria/Red Banks Charge, was scheduled 
for knee surgery on July 2, 2013. Please remember her 
in your prayers.

Rev. Jimmie Gunn, retired pastor of Suqualena UMC, 
passed away Monday, July 1, 2013. Funeral arrange-
ments are being handled by Robert Barham Funeral 
Home, Hwy 39 North, Meridian. Visitation was set for 
Tuesday, July 2, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the funeral home. Services were scheduled for 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 3, 2013 
at the funeral home as well.

Employment Opportunities
• Part-time Pianist Wanted (Gulfport) – Nugent UMC
Nugent United Methodist Church in Gulfport, MS has an opening for a part-time pianist.  The starting salary for this posi-
tion is $6,000/year.  The position requires that the pianist be available for two Sunday services (8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.) 
and one choir practice each week and also for special services throughout the year.  Resumes must be received by July 21 
and can be sent to the church email address: nugentum@bellsouth.net  or mailed to: 13183 John Clark Rd. Gulfport, MS 
39503.  If there are any questions please call, 228-832-6145 or email the church.

• Director of Children’s Ministries (Brookhaven) – First UMC
First United Methodist Church in Brookhaven, MS is looking for a Director of Children’s Ministries. This is a part-time 
position responsible for children and families programming. Salary is negotiable. Please contact Larry Williams, Chair of 
Staff Parish Relations, First UMC: Brookhaven at 601-833-3519.

Trout Amandine 
Fresh trout fillets
Salt & pepper
2 cups flour
1/2 cup lemon juice
1/2 cup sliced almonds
2 sticks butter
Tony Chachere’s seasoning
Half & half
Parsley
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Dr. Jason E. Vickers



Add salt, pepper and Tony Chachere’s seasoning to flour and mix. Sprinkle salt, pepper and Tony Chachere’s seasoning on 
trout. Soak trout in half & half for 3 to 5 minutes. Remove and dip trout into flour mixture. Sauté fish in one stick butter in 
heavy skillet, until browned on each side. Remove fish from skillet and place on serving platter. Sauté almonds and lemon 
juice in the remaining butter. Pour over fillets. Garnish with lemon slices and parsley. Note: If cooking more than one skil-
let of fish, add more butter as needed.

 – by Kay Lynn Beemon in “Loaves and Fishes” published by Ocean Springs St. Paul UMC
• Attention: Have a recipe too good to keep? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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